
 

 

 
 

LOCAL PLAN SUBCOMMITTEE 
 

19 January 2016 at 6.00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Present : Councillors Mrs Maconachie (Chairman), Bower (Vice-
Chairman), Ambler, Mrs Ayres, Bicknell, Brooks, Mrs Brown, 
Charles, Haymes and Hughes. 

 
 
 Councillors Elkins and Maconachie were also in attendance at 

the meeting. 
 
 
 
27. Apologies for Absence 
 
 Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Chapman, 
Mrs Hall, Oppler and Mrs Stainton. 
 
28. Declarations of Interest 
 
 The Monitoring Officer has advised Members of interim arrangements 
to follow when making declarations of interest.  They have been advised that 
for the reasons explained below, they should make their declarations on the 
same basis as the former Code of Conduct using the descriptions of Personal 
and Prejudicial Interests. 
 
 Reasons 

 The Council has adopted the government’s example for a new local 
code of conduct, but new policies and procedures relating to the new 
local code are yet to be considered and adopted. 

 Members have not yet been trained on the provisions of the new local 
code of conduct. 

 The definition of Pecuniary Interests is narrower than the definition of 
Prejudicial Interests so, by declaring a matter as a Prejudicial Interest, 
that will cover the requirement to declare a Pecuniary Interest in the 
same matter. 

 
 There were no declarations of interest made. 
 
29. Minutes 
 
 The Minutes of the meeting held on 9 December 2015 were approved 
by the Subcommittee and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.  
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30. Consultation on Proposed Changes to the NPPF [National Planning 
Policy Framework] 

 
 The Head of Planning Policy & Strategic Development presented this 
report which set out the Council’s recommended response to the proposed 
amendments to the NPPF that were being consulted upon in the period 8 
December 2015 to 25 January 2016.  He advised that the consultation period 
had been extended to 22 February 2016. 
 
 The report summarised the proposed amendments which, as a result, 
could have resourcing implications for the Council. 
 
 In discussing the response to the consultation, Members were 
generally happy with its content but felt that the opportunity to strengthen the 
Council’s views on a number of issues should not be missed.  Comment was 
therefore made with respect to:- 
 

 Question 1: Do you have comments or suggestions about the 
proposal to amend the definition of affordable housing in national 
planning policy to include a wider range of low cost homes?  It 
was suggested that additional comments should be made with regard 
to the rents of social housing associations and that Councils would 
consider building their own housing and contribute to low cost housing 
that was needed in the rented sector. 

 Question 11: We would welcome your views on how best to 
implement the housing delivery test, and in particular (i) what do 
you consider should be the baseline against which to monitor 
delivery of new housing? (ii) what should constitute significant 
under-delivery and over what time period? (iii) what steps should 
be taken in response to significant under-delivery? And (iv) how 
do you see this approach working when the housing policies in 
the Local Plan are not up to date?  In light of the fact that, nationally, 
460,000 houses had not yet been built that permission had been 
granted for, Members felt quite strongly that developers should be 
penalised.  Councillor Mrs Brown advised that the District Councils 
Network (DCN) was trying to ensure much stricter rules were put into 
place to ensure that developers started and ended on time to deliver 
the required housing.  It was agreed that additional wording should be 
included in the response to that effect. 

 Question 16: Should starter homes form a significant element of 
any housing component within mixed use developments and 
converted unlet commercial units?  A sentence should be added to 
highlight that one of the reasons is because they are exempt from CIL 
(Community Infrastructure Levy) and would therefore contribute to the 
infrastructure deficit. 

 Question 18: Are there any other policy approaches to delivering 
starter homes in rural areas that you would support?  The 
response should include reference to meeting local need as it was felt 
that the right to buy should be excluded from these starter homes. 
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 With the agreement of the Subcommittee, Councillor Elkins also drew 
Members’ attention to the affordable housing element of the consultation.  The 
development of starter homes could result in a potential loss of properties to 
the rental market which, in turn, could have a detrimental impact within Arun 
due to the low wage threshold.  Not everyone would be able to access the 
housing ladder and it should be emphasised that Arun had a high demand but 
low wages and therefore there must be alternative opportunities made 
available to people for affordable housing. 
 
 The Head of Planning Policy & Strategic Development undertook to 
make the necessary amendments to the response and the Subcommittee 
then 
 

RESOLVED 
 
That the comments contained in the appendix to the report, 
together with the comments made at the meeting, be 
submitted as the Council’s response to the consultation. 

 
31. Walberton Village & Walberton Green Conservation Area Character 

Appraisal 
 
 The Subcommittee received a report from the Principal Conservation 
Officer which sought approval to publish two separate Conservation Area 
Character Appraisals for Walberton Village and Walberton Green for a six 
week period of public consultation.  
 
 The Principal Conservation Officer was commended for his report and 
the Subcommittee  
 

RESOLVED - That 
 
(1) the Walberton Village and Walberton Green conservation 
Area Character Appraisal be published for a six week period 
of consultation; and 
 
(2) the Walberton Village and Walberton Green Conservation 
Area Character Appraisal be sent to relevant conservation 
and local organisations for information and comment.  

 
32. Updated Local Strategic Statement for Coastal West Sussex & Greater 

Brighton 
 
 The Head of Planning Policy & Strategic Development presented this 
report which informed on the Coastal West Sussex & Greater Brighton 
Strategic Planning Board’s Local Strategic Statement, which was the main 
vehicle for taking forward the Board’s work on behalf of the member Local 
Planning Authorities.  It set out the strategic objectives and the spatial 
priorities for delivering its priorities and enabled the wider stakeholder 
partners, who had contributed much to the statement, to understand the 
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Board’s direction of travel and to engage with it on a continuous basis.  The 
meeting was also advised that the Board had met yesterday and had agreed 
to accept and endorse the statement. 
 
 Following a verbal update from the Cabinet Member for Planning & 
Infrastructure on the meeting of the Board held on 18 January 2016, the 
Subcommittee 
 

RECOMMEND TO FULL COUNCIL  
 
That the refresh of the Coastal West Sussex & Greater 
Brighton Local Strategic Statement be approved, subject to 
the typographical errors being corrected. 

 
33. Annual Monitoring Report 2014/15 
 
 The Subcommittee received the Arun Local Planning Authority’s 
Monitoring Report for 2014/15 and, following consideration,  
 

RECOMMEND TO FULL COUNCIL 
 
That the Annual Monitoring Report for 2014/15 be adopted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(The meeting concluded at 6.25 pm) 
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